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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Minutes of the Fine Arts Faculty Council 


Friday, March 3, 1978 


Professor A. Pinsky, Chairman; Assoc. Prof. S. Friedland; 

Asst. Dean G. Gross; Assoc. Prof. E. James; Lecturer W. Krol; 
Assoc. Prof. J. Locke; Asst. Prof. '. Peznicek; 

Assoc. Prof. J.I. Smith; Assoc. Prof. J. Victoria, Ms Loren Singer; 
Mrs. R. Miller 


Abs. with Apologies: Assoc. Prof. J. Cazalet 


Approval of the minutes of the meeting of February 3, 1978 


The following changes in the minutes of February 3rd were noted; 


Under paragraph 5.3 the sentence referring to the one-inch thick 
binding policy is deleted and is replaced with the following; 


"Regarding the binding policy Ms Singer informed Council members 
that the unbound and more frequently used periodicals are kept for 
one year behind the circulation desk and are bound each year. In 
addition, all Fine Art periodicals would be targeted in the book 
security system, preventing further loss." i 


*Motion: (Gross, James) "that Council approve the minutes of the 
meeting of February 3rd with the above changes". 


Vote: Carried 


Chairman's Remarks 


Dean Pinsky explained that planning for the new building continued. 
The architects and engineers now had sufficient information to allow 
them to proceed and finalize the plans. 

Tne Chairman asked Council members to forward any suggestions they may 
have on a name for the new building. He noted that John Locke had 
proposed the name "Fine Arts Garage Beaux Arts" and that this had met 
with favour. Further suggestions are welcome. 
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6.3 


The Task Force on Language 


pergulate Prof. John Locke asked about the granting of credit for 

ESL 100. 

Asst. Dean Gross explained that credit for ESL 100 is granted for 
extended programmes only. No credit would be given to Fine Arts 
students except those in the Mature Student Qualifying Programme. 

For Council members information Dean Gross explained the history of 
ESL 100. Senate has made a distinction between the French student and 
the "foreign" student. It feels their needs are different and would 
like to design a programme which-would meet the needs of the two 
different groups. In the past there has been only one policy. 


Asst. Prof. Bottenberg felt that this seemed to indicate that the 
University saw itself as an English language University and not a 
bilingual one. He asked whether the University was in the process of 
setting forth such a policy? 


Dean Pinsky explained that the Cahier IV outlines Fine Arts at 

Concordia as serving the Anglophone population on the Island of 
Montreal. An interpretation of this could mean that Fine Arts may serve 
in English or French as it sees fit. It may, however, also mean that 
being aware of language implications, we should restrict ourselves to 
English language teaching. The degree to which we can use French is 
still up to Fine Arts, although we are still designated as an English 
language University. 


Assoc. Prof. J.I. Smith understood the recent remarks of the Minister of 
Education to mean that Concordia was establishing itself as a bilingual 
University. 


Dean Pinsky explained that no one seemed to be objecting to the fact 
that Fine Arts was endeavoring to become bilingual. 


To further the effort of bilingualism Assoc. Prof. J. Locke suggested 
that possibly TESL could be approached and asked to put on a course for 
French students specifically directed towards Fine Arts terminology. 


Asst. Dean Gross noted that there were already, within the University, 
language institute courses that dealt with such problems within a 
particular discipline. 


Mrs. R. Miller felt that this same suggestion should also apply to 


English language students and faculty who should be able to take a French 
course specifically directed towards Fine Arts terminology. 
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Dean Pinsky noted that although Concordia is not officially a 
bilingual University, this did not mean that Fine Arts could not 
make special arrangements. For instance, since the Quebec Society 
of Engineers now requires French as a requisite for receiving the 
Diploma in Engineering, the Faculty of Engineering must accommodate . 
these new regulations in their programmes. However, he noted that 
Fine Arts did not have a professional society which required French 
in order to practice. In other words, Fine Arts was free to make 
whatever arrangements it sees fit. 


Associate Prof. Yves Gaucher explained that if 20% of a class was 
French speaking no problems existed when the language of instruction 
was English. Problems arose, however, when 80% of the class was 
French speaking with a unilingual English speaking teacher. We 
should also be considering the bilingualism of faculty as well as 
the students or the institution of more courses given in French. 


Asst. Prof. Bottenberg felt that perhaps Council should discuss and 
debate whether or not it should make any legislation in this regard. 


Dean Pinsky explained that attempts have already been made to expand 
the use of French within the Faculty. Two examples being that there 
were now some courses being offered in French only and that the 
Library had been instructed to make more French texts available. 
These steps were taken before the Task Force was set up and he noted 
that further steps would be taken with or without legislation. 


Asst. Prof. Bottenberg noted that if the Task Force recommendations 
are to be considered general guidelines, then he would consider them 
good. If, however, they are to be considered binding then he would 
take exception to a number of the points, particularly nos 7, 9 and 
10 which related to the bilingualism of faculty members. He felt 
there was a great difference between a suggestion and binding rule. 


Dean Pinsky explained that it was the function of the Task Force to 
try and establish a comprehensive picture of the use of French within 
the Faculty and, within this framework, make recommendations where it 
felt bilingualism was desirable and where it felt more binding 
legislation was necessary. 


With respect to the duplication of courses in Cinema, one in French 
and one in English, Assoc. Prof. J. Locke explained that to segregate 
Filmmaking students into a Francophone group and an Anglophone group 
would be detrimental to the programme. He did not like the idea of 
having two streams of students going through the programme instead of 
the integrated and bilingual productions which existed at the moment. 
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6.4 


6.5 


Assoc. Prof. Gaucher agreed that language ghettos should not be 
created, however, he felt that the Faculty had a responsibility to 
make students aware of the social context in which they lived 

e.g. making films in Quebec. In order to achieve this he suggested 
that both faculty and students should be bilingual. 


Prof. Victoria felt that the issue of bilingualism of teaching staff 
was a University one and not one for a Faculty to solve. He felt 
that the Faculty could only encourage bilingualism by looking for 
people who were conscious of the Quebec reality. 


Dean Pinsky noted that sincetime was limited the discussion would 
continue at the next regular meeting of Faculty Council scheduled for 
April 7th. 


Other Business 


Dean Pinsky announced that a request had been received from F. Bedford, 
Concordia Council on Student Life asking that Council "consider the 
establisament of an official study week in February as is done in many 
Other Canadian Universities". As the question of a quorum was called, 
it was decided that this item would be placed on the Agenda of the 
next regular Council meeting. 


Mrs. R. Miller brought to members atterftion a petition she had 
circulated protesting the Fine Arts Faculty's lack of involvment in 
the creation of the new University "Jogo". 

Dean Pinsky felt that since there was not time to debate the issue 
properly, this item would be placed on the Agenda of the next regular 
meeting of Faculty Council. 


Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 


